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 It is the time of year when ghouls 

and goblins show up on your doorstep de-

manding tribute or they will perform nasty 

tricks on you. Many Christians are suspicious 

of Halloween recognizing its pagan origins or 

thinking that the gore, mischievousness, and 

gluttony that accompany it aren’t very Chris-

tian values. Of course, you’re just as likely to 

see super-heroes and fairy princesses trotting 

up your block these days, but personally I’m a 

fan of the grisly side of All Hallows Eve. 

 Here is why: we need practice to 

overcome our fears. People usually think 

hate is the opposite of love, but hate is a 

symptom, not the disease. The disease is 

fear. Fear of change. Fear of scarcity. Fear of 

loss, or loneliness, or death. Fear is the fuel 

that has fed the engine of true horror 

through human history. We go to war be-

cause we’re afraid. We push away people 

who are different than us because we’re 

afraid. We cling to comfort and security be-

cause we’re afraid of pain and death. We 

hoard and we are greedy because we’re 

afraid of loss and deprivation. The night is 

dark, but it is fear that darkens our hearts. 

 The signs of fear in our society are 

everywhere. We are engaged in a never-

ending war on terrorism which has us so 

frightened that as a country we have sacri-

ficed some of our dearest values. We’ve em-

braced indefinite detainment, torture, and 

rampant spying on civilians. Nearly anything 

our government does to protect us from our 

fear of terrorism has been deemed accept-

able. 

 Fear reigns not just at the national 

level, but in our individual lives. We fear un-

employment and financial hardship. We fear 

disasters like the recent floods. We fear 

crime. We fear changes to our community. 

Good things in our lives only make us afraid 

we’ll lose them and bad things make us afraid 

we’ll suffer even worse. Plus it really does 

seem like everything gives you cancer. 

 This is why messengers from God in 

the Bible are forever saying, “don’t be 

afraid!” It’s generally the first thing out of 

their mouth and it is a constant refrain in 

both the Old and New Testaments. Fear is 

the enemy of love and mercy and kindness. 

When we are afraid all our generous tenden-

cies are crippled; all our will to do good is 

diminished. Jesus promises that perfect love 

casts out fear, but we don’t get there over-

night. We have to practice overcoming our 

fears by showing love to the monsters in our 

imagination. We all make monsters in our 

minds out of the things that frighten us, but 

when we practice loving them we rob fear of 

its power. 

 Now you might see why I like the 

scary side of Halloween. Each terrifying 

clown, each little serial killer, each zombie, 

or vampire who comes to my door tonight is 

a chance for me to practice loving monsters. 

When I hand them candy and compliment 

their costume I’m teaching myself that the 

world isn’t the frightening place it seems to 

be. The monsters that haunt our lives from 

terrorism to cancer are no more to be feared 

than the monsters that invade our porches 

tonight. They too are wearing cartoonish 

masks that only look creepy in a certain light. 

They too can be defeated with a little kind-

ness, and maybe some candy. Candy never 

hurts.  

 By Reverend Aric Clark 

The Monsters Lurking In Our Lives  
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• Sunday Service 

starts at 11:00 A.M. 

• Saturday, Oct 7 9 

A.M. Men’s Break-

fast 

• Sunday, Oct 8 

Blessing of the 

Animals 

• Tuesday, October 

17 7:00 P.M.  

Charge Conference 

at SUMC 

• Sunday, October 22 

Harvest Festival 
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This story can fit 150-200 

words. 

One benefit of using your 

newsletter as a promotional 

tool is that you can reuse con-

tent from other marketing 

materials, such as press re-

leases, market studies, and 

reports. 

While your main goal of dis-

tributing a newsletter might be 

to sell your product or service, 

the key to a successful news-

letter is making it useful to 

your readers. 

A great way to add useful con-

tent to your newsletter is to 

develop and write your own 

articles, or include a calendar 

of upcoming events or a spe-

cial offer that promotes a new 

product. 

You can also research articles 

or find “filler” articles by ac-

cessing the World Wide Web. 

You can write about a variety 

of topics but try to keep your 

articles short. 

Much of the content you put in 

your newsletter can also be 

used for your Web site. Micro-

This story can fit 100-150 

words. 

The subject matter that ap-

pears in newsletters is virtually 

endless. You can include sto-

ries that focus on current 

technologies or innovations in 

your field. 

You may also want to note 

business or economic trends, 

or make predictions for your 

customers or clients. 

M O U N T A I N  H O M E  

U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

THE SAINTS WHO CAME BEFORE US  
 THE EGOS 

 PART 1  

 Ray Jule Ego and Lydia 

Mae Jones were married on 

October 21, 1923 in the par-

sonage of the Springbrook 

Friends church. At that time 

Springbrook had a church, 

schoolhouse, store, cannery, 

prune dryer and was a pros-

perous looking community. 

 Mae said in the early 

1980s, “We had rented a small 

farm in the Pleasant View 

community, and with much 

love and high hopes for our 

future, we began our married 

life. Our first daughter Phyllis 

was born in 1925.” 

  “Ray helped his fa-

ther (on the mountain) a great 

deal and it was quite a dis-

tance, usually by horseback, so 

we moved to a small ranch in 

the Mt. Home area. We had a 

car of sorts but the roads were 

poor so usually the car was put 

in a shed during the winter 

months and we traveled by 

horse and wagon.  Our son 

Stanley was born in 1926. 

 Times were a bit 

rough, not much work, but we 

had 3 or 4 cows, a few chick-

ens, and always raised a gar-

den. We usually had a beef or 

hog or both so we ate well. 

Ray always had a good team 

of horses and at times had 

work hauling logs to a small 

sawmill nearby” (probably on 

Schmeltzer Road). 

 “By this time Ray was 

thinking of buying his father’s 

farm on Courtney Road, but it 

took quite of bit of bargaining 

and thinking, and Ray liked his 

horses. In 1930 Carolyn Mae 

was born. That seemed to be 

enough family to buy shoes 

for! In this period of time, 

we’d moved again—this time 

nearer my parents and in the 

Pleasant View school district. 

 This was Depression 

Time, and we all had a hard 

time paying taxes and buying 

food we didn’t raise. At times 

we didn’t have enough grain 

to last through the winter. 

Usually we had hay and our 

stock had quite a bit of pas-

ture to roam over. We did 

have plenty of water so we 

could raise a garden. 

 From my mother I 

learned to make most of 

the clothes our children 

wore, and I’m proud to say 

they looked well dressed, 

even though some petti-

coats, etc. were made of 

flour sacks bleached white.  

My grandmother Bryan was 

a good seamstress, too. She 

told me to make shoe-

strings for our children’s 

shoes by twisting string, 

then dipping them in shoe 

polish. They worked very 

good. We all patched, 

darned or “made over” all 

our clothes. When you live 

through a Depression like 

that, the short-cuts learned 

are never forgotten. 

 In 1936 we moved 

back to the mountain. Ray’s 

father had ill health, and we 

were eager to start a new 

beginning. When you lose 

the zest to challenge your 

work and plans, then you 

lose what the pioneers had 

that brought them here. 

 We were very ac-

tive in the Mt. Home 

Church and school activi-

Continue next page 
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cessful, even reaching into the high school. Each 

fall there was a Potato banquet at church. It was 

always well attended. 

 Jeannine Schmeltzer 

 Church Historian 

ties. The church seemed to be the hub for most of 

the activities. John Q Schmeltzer had a forestry 

club that made the members and their parents 

very aware of the need to plant trees where some 

may have burned or were otherwise destroyed. He 

also led the Potato 4-H club and it was very suc-

THE SAINTS WHO CAME BEFORE US (continue)  

Our we ready for a disaster?  
Disaster can strike anytime... fire, snowstorm, earthquake... 

The actions we take now can help us and our Mt Home community recover quicker from a disaster... 

Will we be ready when our community needs us? 

 Several interested members will be looking at how Mt Home can connect to our community in 

a time of disaster.  We will begin by looking at disaster preparedness information from UMCOR, Yam-

hill County, and Washington County to determine how the church might become a Neighborhood Care 

Center/Gathering Center in case of a disaster.  This may give us a chance to connect with neighbors as 

we develop a plan for the church and the Mt Home community.  Anyone interested is welcome to join 

the discussion.  We are planning to meet before church.  The times and dates have not yet be set but 

the goal is to begin meeting in October.  Look for more information in the bulletin.  If you have ques-

tions talk to Larry Johnson, Valery Sampson or Diane Peters. 

A sermon series exploring old laws in a new light. 

Sept 10th III Right Religion            
Sept 17th IV Right Labor 
Sept 24th V Right Kinship 

Oct 15th VI Right Power 
Oct 22nd VII & VIII Right Relationship 

Oct 29th IX Right Speech 

Nov 5th X Right Wealth 

Nov 12th I & II Right Allegiance 
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 Our church – like many congregations in 

America – is very good at responding to crises like 

the frequent hurricanes that have devastated the 

southeastern US and Caribbean.  It is important 

in these times of crisis to not forget about and 

continue to be supportive of God’s mission being 

carried out day in and day out by UMC missionar-

ies year after year in over 60 countries around 

the world.  

 During the month of October Mountain 

Home folks are invited to give generously to the 

ministry of Katherine T. Parker, a missionary with 

the General Board of Global Ministries, who is 

serving as part of the health team of the United 

Mission to Nepal.  In Nepal since 2013, she was 

previously in Cambodia with the Community 

Health and Agricultural Development Program of 

the Methodist Mission there. She has been a mis-

sionary since 2004 and was a mission intern for 

three years beginning in 2000. 

 The United Mission to Nepal (UMN), an 

ecumenical ministry, has a vision of a “fullness of 

life for all in a transformed Nepali society.” United 

Methodists have been involved with UMN since it 

was was founded in 1954.  

 Katherine’s work in Nepal is focused on 

adolescent, maternal, and child health as well as 

water and sanitation public health concerns.   

 Native to California, Katherine comes 

from a family with deep roots in United Metho-

dism on the West Coast of the United States.  Two 

grandfathers, a great-grandfather, an aunt, and 

several cousins have served as United Methodist 

clergy. 

 Katherine attended Harvey Mudd College 

in Claremont, California, where she graduated 

with a Bachelor of Science degree in biology. Her 

Master of Science degree, also in biology, is from 

California State University in Sacramento.  

 You can find her info page and/or make an 

online donation at her website.  This can be easily 

found by “googling” “Katherine Parker global min-

istries.” She blogs at http://bokashi.blogspot.com.   

Provided by Ben Hartley 

Mountain Home Supporting Ministry in Nepal  

Two Saturdays this month we served 95 people and the other Saturday 100  people!  We DID serve every-

one but it left open many shelves and certainly stretched our food pantry.  Some of our products we have 

inventory IE:  spaghetti sauce, peanut butter and black beans etc. but there was not adequate meat/

chicken, fresh milk and fresh produce.  We “order” food each week and thank goodness there is Oregon 

Food Bank, a partnership that we are grateful.    

August:  We served 124 families with 626 people.   

WOW!  You donated 92 lbs  of spaghetti and meal products! Thank you and Bless Mt. Home UMC. 

Contributor Cherry Trotter 

Willowbrook Food Pantry 
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M O U N T A I N  H O M E  

U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

 As the United Methodist Church, we 

primarily serve those within of our local com-

munities, but when the unimaginable hap-

pens, we serve however and wherever we 

can. 

 United Methodist Early Response 

Teams (ERTs) serve in the days immediately 

following Disasters, bringing hope to the sur-

vivors. Special training is required for this 

work.  Next training in OR-ID: October 21, 

2017; Portland First UMC 

Register at: https://umoireg. brtapp.com/

Early Response TeamtrainingOctober212017 

For more information contact: Becky Platt at 

beckyplatt1@peoplepc.com 

 As the United Methodist Church, we 

primarily serve those within of our local com-

munities, but when the unimaginable hap-

pens, we serve however and wherever we 

can. 

 As a partnership between UMCOR 

and UMVIM, United Methodist Early Re-

sponse Teams (ERTs) serve in the days im-

mediately following disasters, bringing hope 

to the survivors by our presence and assis-

tance. Typical ERT tasks include flood 

cleanup (muck-out), roof tarping and debris 

removal; ERTs are NOT repair or rebuild 

teams. Special training is required to deploy 

as an ERT. 

Next ERT training in OR-ID and southern 

PNW:  

October 21, 2017 8:30 am – 5 pm  

Portland First UMC 

1838 SW Jefferson Portland, OR 97201 

 As the United Methodist Church, we 

primarily serve those within of our local com-

munities, but when the unimaginable hap-

pens, we serve however and wherever we 

can. 

For more information contact: 

• Becky Platt at beckyplatt1@peoplepc.com 

• Larry Johnson at lj.big4sportsfan@gmail.com 

United Methodist Early Response Teams  
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M O U N T A I N  H O M E  

 Volunteers from a variety of NGO's like 

Team Rubicon (pictured) and faith-based non-

profits help to empower FEMA's disaster response. 

Much "behind the scenes" work is needed to coor-

dinate those good efforts as well. (Photo by Steve 

Zumwalt/FEMA) 

 

 Editor’s Note: A few weeks ago, Jim Truitt 

was invited by the Federal Emergency Manage-

ment Agency (FEMA) to assist in the formation of 

a Long Term Recovery Taskforce for Hurricane 

Harvey. Truitt, who serves our PNW Conference 

as the UMVIM Disaster Response Coordinator, had 

previous worked alongside FEMA during the Ga-

lena, AK recovery effort. He’ll be spending up to 

four weeks working out of Austin, Texas. 

The following was written for his family and Jim as 

graciously shared it with us. 

 

Jim Truitt speaks to the 2016 PNW Conference 

about the Rebuild effort, providing homes for those 

impacted by wildfires in Washington State. 

 

 Well, I’ve got a week under my belt and 

what a week. I can’t say that I accomplished any-

thing critical but I sure learned a lot. The response 

to this disaster is huge. The Joint Field Office, 

FEMA’s headquarters, is in Austin in an abandoned 

Goldsmith building. There must be a couple thou-

sand people working here. There are people from 

every branch of the government, AmeriCorps, 

volunteers like me, members of other State’s 

Emergency Management Offices, FEMA Corps, 

Salvation Army, Red Cross, Army Corp of Engi-

neers, Coast Guard, and on and on. I can’t say it 

runs like a well-oiled machine but I’m amazed at 

how well it does work. We all have our niche and 

we are all part of the puzzle. 

 

By PNW Conference - Sep 26, 2017 

On the ground in Texas: “The response to this disaster is huge”   
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 We’re all working at least 12 hour days 6 

days a week. I’m not accustomed to that kind of 

schedule so I get pretty tired by the end of the day. 

Fortunately, I’ve been able to get a good night’s 

sleep each night. I over did it last night, I slept for 

almost 11 hours. 

 I’m looking forward to next week because 

I’m headed into the field on Monday, Tuesday and 

Thursday. I’ve been asked to visit with three of the 

Long Term Recovery Groups that say they are 

ready to go into recovery/rebuild to assess their 

strengths and weaknesses. The objective is to find 

ways to help them be more effective. I always feel 

more comfortable in the field than sitting at a 

desk. 

 Some gee whiz numbers: 

• There are over 790,000 people registered with 

FEMA and requesting assistance    
• There are over 60,000 people in transitional housing 

in 2,600 motels and hotels with no estimate of 

when they will be able to go home or to some 

other housing arrangement 

• It is estimated that there are over 160 organiza-

tions present in Texas with over 18,000 volunteers 

helping with the muck out/clean up    
• Some areas like the Corpus Christi area were hit 

mainly by wind so a few of them have already 

started to rebuild. Other areas like Beaumont and 

Port Arthur are still under water. 

• They estimate that over 500,000 cars were to-

taled by flood water. 

 It’s really hard to deal with numbers this 

big so I try to focus on just the area that I’ve been 

asked to address, i.e. how many potential clients 

will LTR X have to deal with. Do they have the 

capacity to handle that? Do they have the structure 

to effectively manage the recovery in their area, 

etc.? 

 Hurricane Irma put a real strain on re-

sources. There just aren’t enough people, equip-

ment and resources to support two huge disasters. 

A simple example came up yesterday. We use 

common blue tarps to cover the roofs of homes 

damaged by the wind. We’ve run out of tarps and 

we can’t find any anywhere in the US. FEMA is also 

worried the same thing will occur when we get into 

reinstalling sheetrock. 

 Thanks for supporting me in this adven-

ture. I truly believe that God gave me the previous 

12 years of experiences so I could be where I am 

today. Hopefully I can do something meaningful. 

--  
Larry Johnson 
ERT Co-Coordinator  
Oregon-Idaho Conference 
United Methodist Church 
(C) 503 899-5431 

On the ground in Texas: “The response to this disaster is huge”   
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Newsletter Editor: Tom Ettelson  t.ettelson@comcast.net 

Co-editor: Laura Hartley 

Organist/Music Director: 

Linda Walker 

Lay Leader/Treasurer: 

Gregg Jacot 

Administrative Council Chair: 

Laura Hartley 

Council Secretary: 

Pat Vial 

Pastor Parish Relations Committer Chair: 

Lynelle Eck 

Deacon: 

Ben Hartley 

 

Saturday, October 21 at 8:30 A.M. to 

5 P.M UMCOR ERT Training at Port-

land First UMC.  Contact Larry John-

son  

Sunday, October 22 at 9:45 Trustees 

Meeting before Worship 

Sunday, October 22 after church the 

Harvest Festival 

Thursday, November 2 at 6 P.M. 

Community Dinner (Shared Table) 

at Sherwood UMC Fellowship Hall 

November 6-9 Church Bazaar work 

party 

Saturday, December 9 Christmas 

Bazaar, crafts, or baked goods will be 

welcome donations.  We will make 

some gift baskets and would appreci-

ate cash donations to purchase items 

for the baskets.  Questions contact 

Lynelle, Carol, Donna, Marsha, Alice 

or Jan. 

 

Sunday Service at 11:00 A.M. 

Wednesday, 7-8:30 Choir Practice 

Gardening at the Church contact 

Carol McComis  

Sunday, October 1 Rev. Aric Clark 

will be out of town, no communion 

Saturday, October 7 from 9:00 to 

10:30 A.M. Men’s Breakfast 

Sunday, October 8 Communion, 

Blessing of the Animals 

Sunday, October 8 Church Council 

Meeting after Worship 

Monday, October 9 Lydia Circle 7:00 

PM at the church 

Tuesday, October 10 Elizabeth Circle 

1:30 P.M. at the church 

Tuesday, October 17 7:00 P.M.  

Charge Conference—to be held 

jointly with Sherwood at the SUMC 

Fellowship Hall.  Everyone is invited 

to attend. 

Church’s location: 

23905 SW Wunderli Canyon Drive 

Sherwood, OR 97140 

Church’s mailing address: 

P.O. Box 1497, Sherwood, OR 97140-1497 

Phone: (503)628-2064 

Check out the updated website: 

 mthomeumc.org 

 https://www.facebook.com/Mtn.Home.Church/ 

 

Reverend Aric Clark contact information  

Phone:  (503)810-2395 

E-mail: aricclark22@gmail.com 

Office hours by appointment 

Event Calendar 

Contact Info 

We are just off SW Mountain Home 

Road and Wunderli Drive between 

SW Courtney Road and SW Seiffert 

Road. 


